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1. REFTEL A NOTES THAT SCENARIO TO DATE OF CURRENT 
ESCALATION OF UK/ICELAND FISHERIES DISPUTE IS IDENTICAL TO 
THAT OF 1972-73 "COD WAR" IN ALMOST EVERY DETAIL. SINCE 
RESULTS FOR US OF THAT LAST DISPUTE WERE SO UNFORTUNATE, 

AT LEAST UNTIL THE BASE NEGOTIATIONS ENDED SUCCESSFULLY, 

WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN YOUR MORE DETAILED ASSESSMENT 
OF WHERE THE CIRCUMSTANCES MAY DIFFER THIS TIME AND HOW 
YOU SEE THINGS DEVELOPING OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. IF 
AT ALL POSSIBLE WE WOULD, OF COURSE, LIKE TO AVOID THE 
DIFFICULTIES THAT WERE CREATED FOR NATO AND FOR THE US 
DURING THE LAST "COD WAR," AND WOULD THEREFORE ALSO LIKE 
TO HAVE YOUR SUGGESTIONS OF ANYTHING WE MIGHT DO TO HELP 
ALLEVIATE THE SITUATION WITHOUT. HOWEVER, INVOLVING OUR- 
SELVES IN AN ACRIMONOUS AND EMOTIONAL DISPUTE BETWEEN TWO 
NATO ALLIES. 

2. FOR EXAMPLE IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT THE FRG (ANOTHER 
NATO ALLY) HAS BEEN ABLE TO WORK OUT A SATISFACTORY 
AGREEMENT WITH THE ICELANDERS, WOULD YOU CONSIDER IT 
USEFUL FOR US TO REQUEST THE FRG TO TRY TO USE ITS GOOD 
OFFICES WITH THE BRITISH? CONSIDERATION IS ALREADY BEING 
GIVEN TO A HIGH LEVEL APPROACH (BASED ON NATO 
CONSIDERATIONS) TO HMG. KISSINGER 
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